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Meanwhile, preparations were being made by the com-
manders on both sides for a serious engagement on the
morrow, and at daybreak the Russians marched on the post-
house of Kliastitsi, on which the French right rested.
Although in such circumstances the whole brigade was
employed, the regiment for duty formed the first line, and to-
day it was the turn of the 24th. To avoid all delay. General
Castex put himself at the head of the regiment, and led
them at the Russian battalions, breaking them and taking
400 prisoners with very small loss. He was the first to enter-
the enemy's ranks. His horse was killed by a bayonet, and
the general in his fall sprained his foot. It was several days

before he could lead the brigade again, and Colonel A------

took the command. The Russian battalions which the 24th
had cut up were at once replaced by others which debouched
from Jakobowo, and advanced rapidly upon us. The marshal

sent orders to M. A------to attack them, and he gave the-

word for the second line to pass to the front, which I duly
executed. As soon as the 23rd were re-formed in line we-
marched upon the Russian infantry, which halted and steadily
awaited us; it was the Tamboff regiment. When we were
within, striking distance I gave the word to charge. This-
was carried out all the more efficiently for the stimulus which
the fact that their comrades of the 24th were watching them-
gave to my troopers. The enemy committed the serious
1                          blunder, as I think it, of spending all his fire at once, by

, |j                           giving us a volley, which badly aimed as it was emptied but

I                           few saddles.    A file fire would have been far more 'destruc-

1                        '  tive.    Before the Russians could reload we were upon them

I                           at the full speed of our excellent horses, and the shock was-

|)                           so violent that they were overthrown in heaps.    Many rose

'4;                           again  and tried  to   defend   themselves with  the   bayonet

against the troopers' points; but after losing heavily they
fell back, and at last broke, many being killed or captured as
they fled towards a cavalry regiment which was coming up
to their aid. It was the Grodno Hussars. Now I have
observed that when, one regiment has beaten another it
always retains the superiority, and here I had a fresh proof.   Our sudden                \
